
Dear Student, 
 
Welcome to your exciting new year of Spanish!  I am excited and honored to teach you this year, and help open your mind 
to more possibilities in your future because of this very important skill.  I was once a student like you, and confess was 
one of the very worst of my Spanish class. I couldn’t roll my r’s, couldn’t remember my vocabulary and grammar to save 
my life, had a terrible accent and thought that I’d NEVER understand or make a full sentence. But through years of 
patience, persistence, and hard work, now when I go to native Spanish speaking gatherings I often get asked what part of 
the world I’m from.  They are always surprised when they discover that I’m from California and, no, my parents don’t 
speak Spanish.  
 
Why do I tell you this story? Because if I succeeded, I know you can too. My story is proof that early performance does 
not tell you anything about you future. Just because some students pick language up quickly does not mean that others 
cannot speak it better eventually with focus, training, and practice.  With learning a new language, success is 99% hard 
work and talent and brains do not necessarily make winners. A slow starter that works hard will come out on top. 
Remember, your brain is like a muscle—it changes and gets stronger the more you use it and how good you are at 
Spanish will always improve when you work on it! 
 
When you are learning Spanish this year in my class, you will understand most things in this class, but you will not always 
understand everything. And that is okay; it means you are right where you should be in the language-learning process. I 
will purposefully put you into situations that are just slightly beyond your reach. I will probe the boundaries of what you can 
understand. I will create experiences where you need to stretch a bit so that you can struggle and grow. Because you 
struggle when learning Spanish, this does not indicate a lack of intelligence. Struggle is not weakness but is simply the 
natural language-learning process. When you embrace this struggle, it shows strength and that you have what it takes 
emotionally to learn and to continue to learn.  
 
Being “smart” is not required in this class. A strong work ethic, a willingness to learn, and an open mind are required. The 
students that try hard in class will be speaking Spanish five years from now, while the students that rely merely on their 
intelligence and test-taking ability will most likely have forgotten it all. 
 
For you to be successful in learning Spanish this year, you’ll need to practice new vocabulary and use it as much as 
possible. This means, when you learn something new in class, find a way to USE it during the day. Also, listen to Spanish 
speaking television, radio stations, and Internet.  READ Spanish-language books and materials! Make Spanish-speaking 
friends. Volunteer in Spanish-speaking communities. Speak in Spanish at every opportunity! Learn to love the language, 
and the skill will come to you naturally in time. Use study cards or my Quia and Quizlet websites for vocabulary/grammar 
practice, and ALWAYS do your homework!  And, if you aren’t clear on what you learn in class, please come in during 
tutorial hours so I can help you.  
 
What can you expect class to look like for you this year you wonder? You will be learning an average of 10-30 new words 
per week, as well as other concepts having to do with grammar, culture, writing, reading, impromptu conversations, 
theater, projects, short films, and more. I expect you to keep up with the vocabulary so that it is as fresh in your mind at 
the beginning of the semester, as it is at the end. I expect you to put your best effort towards all of our class activities, and 
also have high expectations that most of the words that come out of your mouth in class will be only in Spanish! You’ll 
need to keep up with the vocabulary by reviewing it 10-30 minutes daily (depending on how fast you are able to retain 
vocabulary).  
 
A few quick notes about my class:  We will be moving around every day in this class, doing silly stuff and pretty much 
being goofy.  Get used to it!  Part of learning another language is looking silly until you can handle yourself enough to look 
cool. Also, be prepared to make LOTS of mistakes. That’s just a natural and necessary part of the learning process. And 
when you’re feeling frustrated during your language-learning journey, remember: Nobody laughs at babies. Nobody says 
they are dumb because they can’t talk. They just haven’t learned yet! Please have the same kindness and patience with 
yourself and others while we learn this year. Finally, because we make so many mistakes in learning a language, I will not 
tolerate put downs of any kind in my classroom. Nor will I allow anyone to do anything that will interfere with all of us 
having a successful, enjoyable year. To this end, I have created a set of rules, procedures, and expectations below. 
Please read on and, let’s have a great year! 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Señora Lingrell 


